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August 13, 2021 
Dear GWL Community,  
 
I hope this letter finds each and every one of you in good health and rested from at least one extended break this summer – 
everyone deserved it!  Recently we have been reflecting upon all the lessons learned last year and have used them to influence 
our plan for the upcoming school year.  For one, there was very little to no spread in schools, due to the many layered mitigation 
strategies we had in place. At this past Monday’s Board of Education meeting, I shared some initial plans for 2021-22, but 
wanted to send them out to you all directly as well.  As with last school year, we will make lots of plans, but remain flexible.  We 
will practice kindness with ourself and others.   
 
Together with key stakeholders, we have set a goal to return to as normal school year as possible under the circumstances.  We 
are planning a full calendar of events, but may need to change dates or how those events run.  Further, our in-school schedule 
looks a lot more like it has in years past – students will be switching classes throughout the buildings, eating in the cafeteria, 
classes will no longer be limited by the requirement to sit 6 feet apart.  Sports will be held, though it is likely there will be 
differences for outdoor vs indoor sports.  As for clubs, we have plans to bring those back as well, but are waiting just a little 
longer before we officially announce them, to see if DOH requirements restrict us in any way.  
 
Further, we will be providing in-person instruction to ALL students this Fall.  We will not be offering a fully remote option.  If a 
student has a medical diagnosis that their medical provider believes would be of concern and would require accommodations 
when attending in-person school, we encourage the parent to reach out to our PPS Department to determine next steps.  (The 
plan for instructing quarantined students is still in the works.  We are devising a plan that will balance the needs of individual 
students, teachers, classrooms, and families. More information to come on that prior to the start of school.) 
 
In terms of other requirements, such as temperature checks, masks, health questionnaires, quarantining procedures, 
identification of first contacts, etc., we have been advised to follow the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) when developing our plans for opening schools. Yesterday, New York State Education 
Commissioner Rosa sent a guidance document to all Superintendents to aid us as we prepare for the 2021-2022 school year.  
Incoming Governor Hochul has indicated that she will also be issuing mandates/guidance either through her office or the NY 
State Health Department as soon as she takes office.  
 
If you all remember last year, we made decisions and had to change them last minute due to mandates.  It caused a lot of 
confusion.  To avoid that happening again, I am going to wait and see before announcing plans on these additional mitigation 
strategies. Please know that if I have to make these decisions as the Superintendent, I will do so in the best interest of our staff 
and students.  The decisions will be based on stakeholder input as well as the requirements/advice of the regional & state health 
departments, our medical director, insurance, legal counsel and other professionals.  These will all be communicated prior to the 
start of school and will be discussed publicly at a Board of Education meeting.  
 
In the meantime, please consider the following as it relates to instructing students in person as much as possible.  First, 
vaccinated individuals do not need to quarantine if exposed, they only need to monitor symptoms and then quarantine if 
symptoms develop.  Further, the CDC has revised its definition of close contact for students to state:  
 

In the K–12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition excludes students who were 
within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student (laboratory-confirmed or a clinically compatible illness) if 
both the infected student and the exposed student(s) correctly and consistently wore well-
fitting masks the entire time. 

 
This means that if the State DOH truly does set expectations based upon the CDC guidance, it is likely that IF students are 
masked in the classroom, very few quarantines would arise from classroom contact – it would be more based on locations such 
as the cafeteria where eating prohibits mask use.  This would be excellent, especially as it relates to our main focus this year of 
keeping all students in-person as much as possible.  
 
As we receive additional information, we will incorporate it into our plan and we will share the full plan with you in the coming 
weeks. We will communicate the above to you prior to the first day of school.  
 
Best wishes for a healthy & happy remainder of your summer! 

 


